
 The Shires Media Partnership, held a 
very successful meeting of “Friends of 
WBTN” held at the Carriage Barn of 
Park-McCullough on August 3, 2010.

 More than 75 local residents attended, 
and gave feedback about what the station 
means to them and how we can improve 
our programming and financial situation. 
That meeting was a great first step in 
rebuilding community engagement and 
interest in the continuity of WBTN AM.

 John Likakis, Executive Director of 
WBTN AM, spoke of the important role 
the station plays in providing immediate 
local news of interest to Benningtonians, 
news that they cannot get quickly by any 
other means. “By our ability to broadcast 
on the web, we can reach Bennington 
residents with news about their com-
munity wherever they are in the world.”

 Michael Harrington, a member of 
the Shires Media group hosted the 
event and Ellen Stimson conduct-
ed a session encouraging people to 
give their views on many aspects of 
the radio station, past and present.  
Plans were made for further community 
engagement and radio station partisipa-
tion.  

graphs of the ghetto neighborhoods he 
worked in -- with littered streets, aban-
doned cars and burned-out homes -- to 
buttress his point that urban problems 

carry over from the 
streets into the class-
rooms and create 
an environment that 
makes both teaching 
and learning particu-
larly difficult. 

He has no formal 
training in radio, 
but has long been 
interested in it and 
might have commit-
ted to it at Syracuse, 
which has a large and 
highly-regarded jour-
nalism school, “if I 
had thought I could 

have made a living at it.”  His style is 
shaped in part by an appreciation of cer-
tain broadcasters who he tries to emulate, 
starting with the late Charles Kuralt.  In 
order to be as current as he can be, he 
tries to line up a guest less than a week in 
advance for his Friday 9 AM show, and 
then sends off e-mail notes listing topics 
for discussion.  

The Friday morning “Talking Law” 
program with Rolf Sternberg not only 
talks about the law, as the title suggests, 
but also talks about politics, current events 
and, increasingly, wind 
power, which Stern-
berg thinks needs to be 
talked about given that 
the U.S. Department 
of Energy Wind Map 
shows so much poten-
tial for it in the Green 
Mountains.

A local attorney who 
also has an office in 
Hoosick, Sternberg has 
been doing the show 
for about five years, 
mixing face-to-face in-
terviews at the WBTN 
station with local poli-
ticians and legal experts and long-dis-
tance telephone interviews with people 
from distant parts of the state.  His goals 
are to explain the relevance of important 
legal issues, like recent U.S. Supreme 
Court decisions, and to get politicians to 
clearly and directly state their views on 
public issues.  “A lot of them don’t like to 
be pinned down,” he says.  “They want to 
stay flexible.”

Sternberg is a native of Hoo-
sick Falls who got his under-
graduate degree in Govern-
ment from Syracuse; taught for 
three years in ghetto schools in 
Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant 
section; got a master’s degree 
in Education from New York 
University and a law degree 
from Brooklyn Law School; and 
worked as a Legal Aid lawyer in 
New York’s Sullivan County, 
doing mostly civil rights litiga-
tion, before coming to Benning-
ton in 1975.  He came back to 
the region because “I wanted to start my 
own firm and I didn’t think anyone was 
going to find me on the 46th floor of a 
high-rise building in Manhattan.”

Teaching in ghetto schools was “very 
enlightening,” he says.  And it caused 
him to do a media project as part of his 
master’s degree in which he used photo-
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   Programming on WBTN AM is mainly 
produced by volunteer radio voices. Vol-
unteers play a leading role in operations 
and programming at the station. 
   We always welcome community mem-
bers to join our team to help in the run-
ning of the station and to join in as one of 
the on-air voices of the community. The 
staff is ready to teach you the ropes on all 
aspects of broadcasting.
Call (802) 442 6321, ask for John Likakis.

     YOUR TURN TO SPEAK

FRIENDS of WBTN AMTALKING LAW

Studio Micophone

“People will come up to me in the gro-
cery store or stop me on the street to men-
tion that they’ve heard me on the air,” 
he says.  “So there’s an audience and I 
think the show is useful.  I think there 
are a number of shows on WBTN AM 
that might be syndicated to a wider audi-
ence in the state, and this might be one 
of them.” 

FALL 2010                                                                                                                 VOL.3 NO 1

   If the business being done by the E-Z 
Way Rental Center is any sign, people in 
Bennington are doing more working than 
partying.  A recent survey by the compa-
ny showed that 57% of its business was 
in leasing out tools (drills, saws, water 
pumps, scaffolding, paint sprayers, carpet 
cleaners and other things) and 43% of it 
was for weddings and parties (including 
tents, canopies, China, glassware, silver-
ware, linens).  E-Z Way also rents cribs, 
furniture and roll-out beds.  The large 
warehouse-type structure is so packed 
with things of all sorts, in fact, that a visi-
tor gets the sense that if E-Z Way doesn’t 
have it you probably don’t really need it.  
“We don’t carry everything, but if some-
one wants it and we don’t have it, we’ll 
try to get it,” says John Carpenter, the 
owner of the business, which has been 
located here for nearly four decades.  “Or 
we’ll send them to someone else, even a 
competitor, if we know that they have it.” 

   The rental center, located at 115 County 
Street, also does propane refills, handles 
Budget Truck rentals, and has self stor-
age units available.  
Although it does 
some business in 
Williamstown and 
a good deal in Hoo-
sick, and occasion-
ally provides rentals 
for parties at Stratton 
Mountain and Mount 
Snow, it’s mainly a 
Bennington business run by a long time 
Bennington family.  John Carpenter is a 
native (his wife Sylvia is from Hoosick) 
who graduated from Mount Anthony 
Union in 1976.  He keeps in his office 
an ancient baseball glove with little web-
bing and less padding that was used by 
his grandfather when he played infield for 
Bennington High School back in 1910. 

   “I grew up with WBTN,” Carpenter 
says.  “My father listened to it at work.  I 
like the fact that it’s local.  I think that’s 
a worthwhile agenda, and I want to help 
keep it going.”  At a time when much 
small-town radio is syndicated program-
ing for a national audience, Carpen-
ter likes the idea that most of WBTN’s 
programing  remains “live and local.”  
Among his favorite programs are “Talk-
ing Law,” with Rolf Sternberg, and “Dad 
and Brad.”  The “Dad and Brad Show is 
a real home run,” he says.  “Those guys 
are great.”

E-Z Way Rental

   The new executive director of WBTN 
AM, John Likakis, has a background that 
has included jobs as an engineer at televi-
sion station WPIX in New York; direc-
tor of flight operations for a local cargo 
airline; a writer and editor of fishing and 
air safety magazines; and the author of a 
highly-praised book on fly tying called 
“Bass Bug Basics.”

    “John is the exact fit we need right now 
for moving WBTN AM along to better 
things in the future for Bennington and 
the surrounding communities,” says Bob 
Howe, the chairman of the non-profit 
Shire Media Partnership group that oper-
ates the station.  “He is a newsman and 
publisher by profession and he has a sen-
sitivity to the issues that are on the minds 
of local citizens.”

     

   Likakis, who along with his wife, Kim, 
also runs a web and print design firm 
called “Blue Runner Design,” is origi-
nally from Seaford, Long Island, which 
is far enough out on the island to be a 
part of one of the nation’s best-known 
suburbs but close enough to Manhattan 
that he could see the skyline when he 
climbed into an oak tree in his yard.  He 
started college at Georgia Tech in 1978, 
intending to be an engineer; switched to 
Embry-Riddel Aeronautical University 
in Daytona for pilot training; and then 
switched to the school’s business degree 

program after deregulation of the airlines 
caused tens of thousands of pilots to lose 
their job.

   He ended up writing about aviation for a 
series of magazines, becoming the senior 
editor of Aviation Safety and then the ex-
ecutive editor of  the magazine, which at 
the time was based here.  In addition to 
his book on bass bugs, he’s written hun-
dreds of articles for various fishing maga-
zines.

   Likakis, who now hosts the station’s 
Morning Show, began with WBTN as a 
volunteer, hostin               morning show called 
“Bennington People” as well as “Theme 
Songs,” a Saturday morning music show.  

   “I was drawn to it like a moth to a 
flame -- although I hope I come out of 
it better than the moths do,” he says. 

John Likakis
        JOHN LIKAKIS
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   His goal for WBTM is to make 
Bennington’s “Live and Local” sta-
tion even more live and more local by 
“slowly whittling down the amount 
of syndicated stuff” and filling the 
schedule with locally-produced pro-
grams.  At a time when many small 
stations have been gobbled up by 
national and Christian broadcasting 
chains, Likakis sees WBTN’s private 
and non-profit status as a plus for Ben-
nington because -- not being owned 
by a particular large broadcast chain 
group -- it can better serve the whole 
community.  “When I look at this 
place, all I see is potential,” he says.

  “He has already enriched the lo-
cal footprint of the station,” Howe 
said of Likakis.  “He’s building new 
forums for broadcasting that will 
air more and more local voices.”

LIKAKIS

The Shires Media Partnership is extend-
ing our reach into the community by cre-
ating the Press Corps Project. This Citi-
zen Press Corp aims to empower citizens 
to collect and report news using online 
community forums, new digital media, 
and our WBTN old-line broadcast media.
   To carry out this project, the VISTA 
Digital Arts Service Corps member will:
    1) identify citizen journalists from 
representative communities within the 
southwestern Vermont and adjacent New 
York area;
    2) draft procedures for how to operate 
and up-load collected audio reports and 
specify proper journalistic techniques and 
ethics for citizen journalists to follow;
      3) develop the collaborative website 
that the citizen journalists will use to post 
their reports; and
     4) develop criteria for selecting the 
most momentous reports for further 
broadcast and distribution.
    Reports posted by citizen press corps 
members will be the basis for daily lo-
cal news programs on WBTNAM which 
will be archived on the website and made 
available through on-demand streaming. 
At present, these functions are beyond 
our manpower and budget capabilities.

    CITIZEN REPORTERS
When doing independent reporting 
for WBTN AM, members of the 
Citizen Press Corps might be using 
one of these  compact microphone 
and audio recorders. This one is 
about five inches tall. Other mini 
recorders will also be used. They 
are miraculously smaller and could 
get lost in your pocket. This new 
recording technology makes field 
reporting accesable to everyone.
With some minor instruction  by 
our technical staff these recording 
devices are handy tools and simple 
to use.

   NEWS IN COMMUNITY WBTN AM NEW INITATIVE

                   Brooke

The Willy Jones Show - Willy Jones, 
Around Town   Monday Morning 
Music with Ida Faiella,– Classical and 
All Kinds of Music    Remembrances - 
Phil Verieck, Life’s Stories  Jock Talk 
- Southern Vermont College Alumnae, 
Sports Commentary   Bygone Ben-
nington - Joe Hall, All About Ben-
nington’s History    News and Views 
- Mike Bethel and John Likakis, Local 
Issues and Politics    Natures Notes 
– Marshal Case with Jr. High Students, 
About Outdoor Nature      Songs 
You Might Not Know, Stefano Donati, 
Unknown Songs from Everywhere    
Good Medicine -  Fidel Moreno, Native 
American Show    Directors Cuts – 
John Likakis, John’s Music    Talking 
Law - Rolf Sternberg, All Topics About 
the Law  Natural Intincts - Dr. Carol 
Tunny, Beyond Verbal     Country 
Dreams – Al Shephard, Country Music 
 The Dad and Bad Show -the Nutters, 
Rock and Roll

A FEW LOCAL SHOWS 

 You will soon have a chance to meet 
Brooke Brown-Saratino.. She will be 
with us for a year starting in August as 
a member of the Digital Arts Service 
Corps, a program sponsored by the na-
tional VISTA Program.
   Brooke will be helping us in developing  
“The Shires Media Citizen Press Corps 
Project”. This is a project initiated by 
WBTN AM for distributing neighbor-
hood stories and news to the community 
by way of Radio and Internet. Brooke will 
keep you posted on details and progress 
as we go forward with this  initiative.

 ON AIR LIFE STORIES

  Phillip Viereck, the long time principal 
of the North Bennington School, survived 
the kamikaze attacks that sank the USS 
Bismarck Sea; a face to face encounter 
with a Kodiak bear in Alaska; and at one 
point came back from the dead.  Well, he 
wasn’t actually dead, but after slamming 
his head against a steel bar in a fall while 
working in an Alaskan coal mine, fellow 
workers, who found no signs of breath-
ing or a pulse, called Fairbanks, 150 
miles away, to have someone come and 
fly his body back there for the coroner.  
He woke up just as the plane was taking 
off for Fairbanks, in time to see a ground 
squirrel scampering out of the way.

These and other stories are recounted in 
a series of radio interviews with WBTN 
that were recorded back in the 1980s and 
which are going to be broadcast again for 
area listeners.  The subjects include “Liv-
ing With Eskimos,” “Deer Hunting,” “A 
1930s Depression Story,” and of course 
“A Memory of Being Pronounced Dead.”

The interviews -- one a week -- were 
conducted by Joe Welp as part of 
WBTN’s Morning Show.  Another regu-
lar on the program was John Page, the 
county agent for the UVM extension pro-
gram.  Since Page always ended his inter-
views by saying: “Don’t forget to drink 
your milk today,” Viereck decided to end 
his by saying: “Don’t forget to read a 
book today.”

 Viereck, a native of South Dartmouth, 
Massachusetts, came to Vermont in 1954 
after serving in the Navy in World War 
II, graduating from Dartmouth College, 
and living for several years in Alaska 
where, despite not yet having had any 
teacher training, he ended up teaching 
school.  Later, he and his wife, Ellen, 
both got graduate degrees in education 
from Plymouth (N.H.) State College. In 
addition to being a long-time teacher and 
principal, Viereck is the author of several 
books, including “The Summer I Was 
Lost,” which won the Dorothy Canfield 
Fisher award for children’s literature in 
1967, and which had a cover illustration 
done by Ellen Viereck, a noted artist who 
specializes in watercolors.

Viereck volunteered for the Navy dur-
ing the war, and was sent into a program 
at Dartmouth that included both regular 

college courses and pilot training.   But 
he then was sent to Texas to learn to work 
on aircraft engines, and later sent to Rens-
selaer Polytechnic Institute in Troy for 
more schooling.  Finally, Viereck says, 
he decided that if his children and grand-
children asked him what he had done in 
the war he didn’t want to say “I studied.”  
So he went to one of the program heads 
at RPI and said he wanted active duty.  
The officer told him:  “That’s crazy.  You 
can get great training here.”  Viereck told 
him: “I don’t want training.  I want ac-
tion.”

That’s how he happened to be serv-
ing as an enlisted man on the aircraft 
carrier USS Bismarck Sea on Feb. 21, 
1945, when --while taking part in the 
invasion of Iwo Jima -- it was struck by 
two kamikaze planes.  The first crashed 
through the hanger deck on the starboard 
side, setting fire to the ship’s ammunition 
magazines.  The fire it created was nearly 
under control when a second kamikaze 
plane exploded on impact and destroyed 
the ship’s fire fighting system.

Viereck, who had been part of the fire-
fighting crew, slid down a fire hose into 
the ocean as the ship was abandoned and 
sank, and ended up swimming through 
burning, gas-coated waters and continu-

ing air attacks for more than an hour and 
a half without a life vest until he was 
rescued.  He was one of 605 officers and 
men from the Bismarck Sea to be res-
cued, while 318 of his fellow crew mem-
bers died.

Viereck returned to Dartmouth af-
ter the war, and then after graduating in 
1948 went off to Alaska, living first on 
an island in the Bering Sea and then in 
Cordova, working in the coal mine and at 
other jobs, before teaching school.  His 
confrontation with the Kodiak bear (an 
Alaskan grizzly that is the largest of the 
brown bears) came when he decided that 
he’d like a bear skin rug to take back to 
the states with him.  He went hunting for 
one and came across one that suddenly 
stood up and faced him.  “We were very 
close,” Viereck recalled.  “But I decided 
that I didn’t want to shoot it, so I talked to 
it.”  Viereck told the bear that if it walked 
away he wouldn’t shoot it.  And eventu-
ally, the bear turned and walked away.  
So while the Viereck home has many ar-
tifacts from their Alaskan days, it doesn’t 
have a bearskin rug on the floor. 

Viereck was principal of the North 
Bennington Graded School for nineteen 
years, retiring in 1991.  He and Ellen, 
who also taught in area schools,  raised 
their family at Cold Farm, where over the 
years they’ve planted about 8,000 trees, 
most of them evergreens.   

“These were wonderful programs and 
we’re happy to be broadcasting them 
again,” said Robert Howe, the volunteer 
chairman of Shires Media Partnership, 
which operates the non-profit station.  “A 
lot of the subjects were about the local 
school and student projects, and we think 
they’re still interesting and relevant after 
all these years.”

                Phil Viereck
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Al Shepard at his usual production studio desk 

The Dad and Brad Show
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